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Comfort for Dark Days 





“If a man love me, he will keep 
my words: and my Father will 
love him, and we will come unto 
him, and make our abode with 
him” (John 14:23). 


























June 18, 1960 














Photo by Don Knight, Abilene, Ter. 


Yosemite Falls 
Yosemite National Park, Calif. 


(Lesson for July 3) 


Lesson 1.—Men Who Spoke for God 
2 Kings 14:23-29; Amos 7:7-17 


Volume 102, No. 25 





Children at Home 


God Forgives 
By Doris Naymik 


ONNIE came running into the 
house, bouncing his ball. He had 
forgotten that Mother told him not to 
play with it in the house. Suddenly it 
bounced away from him, and he ran to 
catch it. The ball rolled over by the 
couch and behind it, Ronnie dashing 
after it. Crash! He had bumped into 
the end table, and over went Mother’s 
favorite lamp, smashed to pieces on the 
floor. Ronnie was scared—he had been 
told not to play with his ball in the 
house, and Mother would be angry. 
“Ronnie!” Mother came running from 
the kitchen. “What was that crash? 


Oh, no! Not my best lamp! Ronnie, 
did you break it?” 

“N-no,” Ronnie said, slowly. “No, 
Mom, it—it was the cat! She ran be- 


hind the couch and knocked the table 
over.” 

Ronnie’s mother looked at him. 
“Well, Ronnie,” she said quietly, “Help 
me clean up the mess. And put the cat 
outside. We can’t have her in the house 
if she’s going to be breaking things.” 

Later, at supper, Ronnie hardly ate 
anything, and went right upstairs to his 
room. 

Mother came up at bedtime to hear 
his prayers. 

“I—I can’t pray, Mom!” he whispered. 

“Why not, Ronnie?” 

“God won’t hear me!” 
to cry. “Mom, I lied to you! 
the lamp!” 

“I know you did, Son. 
to tell me yourself.” 

“T’m sorry, Mom!” 

“I know. I forgive you. And God 
will, too. He always does when we are 
sorry for our sins.” 

Ronnie said his prayers, and he knew 
God heard him. Soon he was sound 
asleep. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, July 3 


My Pledge... 
(Prov. 14:34) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

N THIS Sunday before our na- 

tional Independence Day, two im- 
portant principles should be emphasized 
in our young people’s meeting. The 
first is that just as God expects to find 
righteousness in the lives of individuals 
who call themselves Christians, so He 
looks for righteousness in the affairs 
of a nation that calls itself a Christian 
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nation. 
is found. 


Sin is a reproach wherever it 

It brings suffering and sor- 
row and condemnation to the individ- 
ual, and it means the eventual decay 
of any nation that permits it to exist 


in its national life. God hates sin, and 
by His very nature He must deal with 
it wherever it is found. 


bd 


The second principle to be empha- 
sized this week is that allegiance to 
our country and allegiance to Christ 
are both year-round responsibilities. 
We despise the individual whose pa- 
triotism is confined to waving the flag 
and repeating the pledge of allegiance 
on the Fourth of July and yet is willing 
to flout the laws of his community, or 
state, or nation, or to refuse to stand 
for law and order and decent living 
all the other days in the year. Are we 
any more commendable when we re- 
peat the Christian Endeavor covenant 
at consecration meetings and then, by 
our conduct, cast reproach not only 
upon our society but upon our Lord the 
rest of the week? 

we 


Now, let us not misunderstand, the 
pledge of allegiance to our country and 
our Christian Endeavor pledge are 
good. There are some who would rule 
out all pledges on the ground that 
they are sometimes given a place of 
too great importance, or that they may 
become meaningless rote. A true un- 
derstanding of the value and use of a 
pledge, however, shows that it does 
have a real function. Of the Christian 
Endeavor pledge, Dr. Francis E. Clark 
has written, “There is sometimes an 
outcry against the pledge, as if a mere 
instrument were exalted to the place 
of a universal principle. This is not 
the case. The pledge is exalted as a 
builder exalts his plumbline and spirit 
level. They are not his house, but he 
cannot build his house without them. 
The pledge is exalted as a painter ex- 
alts his brush, as a musician his violin, 
as a writer his pen. The brush is not 
the picture, the violin is not the music, 
the pen is not the poem: but the brush 
is necessary to the picture, the violin 
to the music, the pen to the poem, the 
pledge to the best Christian Endeavor 
Society, because it insures regular and 
frequent confession of Christ.” 


sé 


Paul, the apostle, you will find, ex- 
pressed a sort of pledge when he wrote 
to the Philippian Christians: “But what 
things were gain to me, those I counted 
loss for Christ. Yea doubtless, and I 
count all things but loss for the excel- 
lency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus 
my Lord: for whom I have suffered 
the loss of all things, and do count them 
but dung, that I may win Christ, and 
be found in him, not having mine own 
righteousness, which is of the law, but 
that which is through the faith of 
Christ, the righteousness which is of 
God by faith: that I may know him, 
and the power of his resurrection, and 
the fellowship of his sufferings, being 
made conformable unto his death; if 
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by any means I might attain unto the 
resurrection of the dead. Not as 
though I had already attained, either 
were already perfect; but I follow after, 
if that I may apprehend that for which 
also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus. 
Brethren, I count not myself to have 
apprehended: but this one thing I do, 
forgetting those things which are be- 
hind, and reaching forth unto those 
things which are before, I press to- 
ward the mark for the prize of the 
high calling of God in Christ Jesus” 
(Phil. 3:7-14). 
we 


Whether ours is a Christian Endeavor 
Society or one of the other Christian 
young people’s groups, we shall do well 
to have a statement of purpose, based 
on the Word of God, that will remind 
us from time to time of those things 
that are essential to Christian growth 
and usefulness and which we can use 
as a plumb line in building a con- 
sistent Christian life and character. 
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SUMMERTIME 


Most of us, particularly the young, look forward to the 
summer as a time for vacation. The school year is ended. 
Books are put away. Another year of employment is fin- 
ished. Two or three weeks of well-earned rest and change 
are in view. For some this means travel, for others a cottage 
by the lake or at the shore, for others a visit with the folk 
at home or reunion with old friends. In every case a real 
vacation means a temporary setting aside of regular respon- 
sibilities and pursuits and a change of scene, occupation, and 
routine. For the Christian, however, there should never be 
a vacation from Christian faith and life. We do not take a 
vacation from believing in Christ. We do not, or should not, 
alter our pattern of God-honoring Christian behavior and 
standards. There should never be a vacation from daily 
prayer and Bible reading, from Christian witness and devo- 
tion, from moment-by-moment surrender and obedience to 
God and His holy Word. 
that some do relax spiritually during the summertime. Church 
attendance goes by the board. Sunday school is neglected 
This is a particular danger for those 


It is tragically true, however, 


for lake and shore. 
who regularly make use of week-end cottages. During 


vacation we usually have more spare time than usual on our 


hands, yet we can easily neglect our quiet time with the 
Lord and become careless in the matter of Bible study. 
Actually, if we mean business with God, we should spend 
more time over His Word. Sometimes Christians lower their 
standards during the long, warm summer evenings. Casual 
summer friendships degenerate into intimacies which dis- 
honor the Lord, yet we shrug off the accusing conscience 
with the thought, “It is only a ship that passes in the night.” 
We lower our guard in matters of amusements, Sunday 
observance. We become careless and indifferent spiritually. 
Yet our bodies are still the temples of the Holy Spirit during 
vacation. Christ is still our Lord. We are still His disciples 
in the summertime. There can never be a vacation from 
living the Christian life. There is no “discharge” in the 
Christian war. Summertime calls for extra vigilance. Dur- 
ing these months we need to “watch and pray” lest we enter 
into temptation. 
My soul, be on thy guard; 
Ten thousand foes arise; 
A host of sins are pressing hard 
To draw thee from the skies. 
O watch and fight and pray; 
The battle ne’er give o’er; 


Renew it boldly every day, 
And help Divine implore. 
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A Companionship of Grace 


By J. Stuart Holden, D.D. 





“Brethren, let every man, wherein he 
is called, therein abide with God” (1 Cor. 
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of us spells the will of God. 

Whatever may be the circum- 
stance of your life, the place in which 
you live and work by God’s appointment 
—that is God’s will; and since it is God’s 
will, there is, in the very circumstance, 
the grace that will enable you to bring 
glory to His name. The question is, 
How are we to find and to unlock the 
power of God that permeates every 
circumstance in which we find ourselves 
by the will of God? 

Now “let every man wherein he is 
called, therein abide with God.” You 
remember by whom, and to whom these 
words originally were spoken—to those 
who were confronted with problems 
such as we face today. The Apostle 
Paul, in these inspired words, gives 
those to whom he writes a principle 
the application of which will resolve 
every perplexity. “Abide with God”: 


ee (lice ses for each one 





make Him the environment of your 
life, abide in Him, keep yourselves in 
the love of God, and life will be for 
His glory, and you will discover in that 
will of His all the power that you 
need for the life to which He has called 
you. 

This word is not a prohibition of” 
any change; it does not mean that a 
man need stay in the same place all 
the days of his life. Rather is it a call 
to safeguard your heavenly relation- 
ships, to make these supreme in your 
life. Put God first; seek first His king- 
dom; seek to have, as the governing 
principle of your life, obedience to Him 
who has called you. 

Notice the width of its application, 
“Let every man.” It is as wide as are 
the initial promises of the Gospel; it 
covers every range of circumstance, it 
embraces every possible combination of 
untoward things. Let every man abide 
with God, for God seeks to abide with 
every man; He seeks to come into a 
most vital and living fellowship with 
every one of His redeemed people. How 


incongruous it seems that God should 
want to have fellowship with us! But 
this is the wonder of the whole Evangel 
—that we may abide with God, for 
God seeks to abide with us. Until we 
do learn to abide with God, until we 
do understand something of what it 
implies, we shall never be unto others 
what we should be. There is an awful 
responsibility of personal influence and 
example resting upon every one of us, 
and if we would guide and lead aright, 
we must learn to abide with God. 

There are three things to notice about 
this abiding with God. First, it implies 
that life is a spiritual calling. Whether 
you are a businessman, or a student, or 
a housewife, or a minister, it matters 
not—your life is a spiritual calling. 
Your whole life is God’s appointment. 
And, since God has placed you there, it 
is the only place in which, with any 
certainty, you can claim the promises 
of God. The truest glory of life, what- 
ever its outward form may be, is in 
worthily performing its duties. Life’s 
truest glory is seen in the daily drudg- 
ery, the hallowing of the humdrum, 
the consecrating of the commonplace. 
All this is what the life of holiness 
means, and this is what we must and 
can do if we dwell with God. Abide 
with God, and you will learn to be 
scrupulous about little things. Abide 
with God, and every bit of work you 
do will be done as under the Over- 
Sseer’s eye; every word you speak will 
be spoken as in His ear. 

It is a mistake, however, to imagine 
that a life so lived is bound to be suc- 
cessful as the world counts success. 
Ordinarily it is not. Ordinarily, the 
life that a man lives with God does 
not secure the world’s honors, for, in 
the nature of the case, the true product 
of that life is not in gain, but in god- 
liness. To abide with God is to be at 
one with God in His estimate of values. 
To abide with God means also more 
than emotional worship. It means the 
fusion of life, it means the union of 
desire, it means fellowship of aim with 
God, in which we seek to co-operate 
with God’s holy will. 

Therein, where you are called, abide 
with God. Those experiences so seem- 
ingly unkindly, the hardness of the 
way, the lack of sympathy on the part 
of those set over you in material things, 
the misconception of your aims, and 
the misunderstanding of your words 
and deeds in your own home—these 
are all parts of His wondrous working 
with you. God is always converting 
us into values higher and greater than 
Wwe possess, and every circumstance of 
life is adding value to life. Therefore, 
abide with God in your calling. Do not 
seek to find God apart from your call- 
ing, but in it. Right there in the com- 
monest things of life you will find 
God, and He will find you, and will 
use your life in blessing to others. 

Second, not only is this life of abid- 
ing with God a spiritual calling but it 
is also a sustaining companionship. The 
secret source of all strength is the com- 
panionship of God in Christ Jesus, by 
His Word, through His Spirit, and 
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through all the holy exercises of wor- 
ship and communion. And the diffi- 
culties of the way not only make Him 
more necessary but—wonder of all— 
make Him more visible. I see God 
through my difficulties, because my 
very difficulties sharpen my vision. 

Do not try to rid yourself of the 
temptations and difficulties of life, for 
they are the very things you can least 
afford to lose; they are intended for 
your potential enrichment. The great- 
est thing about life is its needs, What 
do we need most? Not money, or 
fame, or pleasure, or recognition. “After 
all these things do the Gentiles seek.” 
What we need are love, sympathetic 
understanding, guidance; and these are 
the things that come to us in the sustain- 
ing companionship with God. 

Sometimes a Christian will say, “I 
cannot possibly live the Christian life 
where I have been placed.” But, after 
all, it does not depend upon where we 
are, but what we are. It is obvious 
that there are some callings in life 
where you cannot live with God. If 
your daily calling is one in which there 
is dishonesty, then it is your duty to 
get away from it in order that you 
may live with God in some place of His 
appointment. He will create for you 
a new environment according to His 
faithfulness and grace. 

Abiding with God is the only quali- 
fication for abiding with man, in a right 
and beneficent relationship. Does this 
seem difficult, and even impossible? Of 
course it is. But it is to make the 
humanly impossible possible, which is 
the glory of the Evangel. It is possible 
with all the bustle and battle of life 
round about us, to live a fragrant and 
beautiful life. 

Third, this life of abiding with God 
is not only a spiritual calling, and a 
sustaining companionship, it is also a 
sanctifying co-operation. If we live with 
God, then we must be prepared to 
work with God; and God will work 
with us, and not apart from us, in all 
the purpose of His will. The grace of 
God is just the love of God brought 
into contact with human need, and if 
we live with God, the God of love and 
of grace, we, too, must be active to 
help, and to heal, and to bless. 

This life of fellowship with God is 
no mere passivity. Every calling has 
its temptations, and temptations are 
meant, not to be avoided, but to be 
fought. Every victory that God has 
given us and that has gone to the mak- 
ing up of our spiritual fiber and char- 
acter has been the result of these very 
conflicts in which we have had to en- 
gage. It is your feet that must tread 
upon the lion and adder, and it is His 
strength that enables you to do it. Not 
only has your life peculiar temptations, 
but peculiar opportunities. Your par- 
ticular calling gives you unique oppor- 
tunities of soul-saving service for Christ, 
soul-seeking, and self-sacrifice, and spir- 
itual ministry. To live with God is a 
life of labor. The Christian is called to 
live a life of the utmost strenuousness. 

A great many people think they are 
living the strenuous life when they are 





The utmost 
strenuousness for God is in no wise 
consistent with a life of strain. The 
Christian life is a spiritual calling, a 


only living a strained life. 


holy, consecrated walk. It is a life of 
dwelling with God in the sustaining 
companionship of grace, power, love, 
and all that we need. It is a life of 
sanctifying co-operation. 

God does not call us to make this 
environment. He does not call us to 
put ourselves into His love, but only 
to keep ourselves there, only to abide 
there. This calling is determined by 
God; it is limited; we are not always 
going to be where we are now. One 
day, the sphere of life is going to be 
changed; but it is going to be the same 
life elevated into another sphere. And 
the lessons that we have learned here 
of abiding with God are to prepare us 
for the service of worship and adora- 
tion through all eternity. 

“Let every man, wherein he is called, 
therein abide with God.” Take this 
word and let it resolve your problems, 
because of its inherent force, and be- 
cause of its appositeness to every life. 





SNete on- 
Open letters 





When Did the Children of Israel 
Cross the Jordan? 


The following came up in our Sun- 
day school class: Did all the Children 
of Israel cross the Jordan at the one 
time mentioned in Joshua, chapters 
2 and 4? Or was it only the 40,000 
mentioned in chapter 4:13? Compare 
also Joshua 1:14, 15. 

The teacher took the latter position, 
and when the question was raised, if 
they did not all pass over the Jordan 
at this time (based on chapter 3:17; 
4:9-11; 5:7, 8, 10) did they pass over 
the Jordan? 

If the wives and children did not 
pass over at this time, how could the 
rite of circumcision have been per- 
formed on all the male children on 
the west bank of the Jordan and the 
people encamped at Gilgal? Scrip- 
ture is silent about any other than 

_ the one crossing and the one stopping 
of the Jordan River—An Ohio 
reader. 

Only one crossing of the Jordan is 
recorded. The instructions that Joshua 
gave to the tribes of Reuben and Gad 
and the half tribe of Manasseh in Joshua 
1 specified that their armed men were 
to cross the Jordan with the other 
tribes of Israel and to assist in subdu- 
ing the land, as they had promised 
Moses they would do (Num. 32). Later, 
when the land had been subdued, and 
the Lord had given them rest from 
fighting, they were to return to their 
families on the east side of the Jordan 
(v. 15). 

The reason for these instructions will 
be evident when a map of the Promised 
Land, showing the division among the 


(Continued on page 492) 
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3. The Key to 


Christian Unity 





Union and communion with Christ the only answer 


a retreat into the dark? Ecumeni- 

cal unity as it has been manifested 
in the World Council of Churches seems 
to require a withdrawal from plain 
truth to vague platitudes. The result 
is not harmony but an uneasy com- 
promise that ill conceals differences of 
vital importance. 

One significant example is the Coun- 
cil’s failure to recognize the final au- 
thority of the Bible. .Early in 1954, the 
Church of Norway sought to introduce 
an amendment to the basis of fellow- 
ship of the Council that would cause 
it to read: “The World Council of 
Churches is a fellowship of Churches 
who, according to the Holy Scripture, 
confess Jesus Christ as God and Sav- 
iour” (“The Coming Great Church,” 
Murch, p. 26). This proposal was con- 
veniently shelved. Dr. Samuel McCrea 
Cavert afterward expressed the opinion 
at a press conference that it would be 
a grave mistake to add anything to 
the basis of fellowship. Other doctrinal 
issues might come up “and that would 
wreck the ecumenical movement!” 
(“The Coming Great Church,” Murch, 
p. 28). 


ik CHRISTIAN unity to be found by 


The Question of Final Authority 


It would appear that the question of 
the final authority for our faith is one 
of the first issues that should be settled 
before an ecumenical conference could 
be held. Evasion of this point has 
brought within the Council those who 
believe in an infallible church, those 
who hold human reason as the last 
court of appeal, and those who believe 
in the authority of Scripture alone. 
Liberal thinking long ago plotted the 
course of compromise on this crucial 
question, however. 

In an editorial in the issue of March 
27, 1924, The Christian Century de- 
scribed God in terms of the new demo- 
cratic spirit at work in the church. 
“Just as democracy has stripped from 
the monarch not only the insignia and 
glamour but the realities of sovereignty 
and lodged them in the people’s will, 
so this same movement of the human 
spirit is turning from the pseudo-maj- 
esty of a monarch-God to seek for the 
divine presence and purpose in the 
living world of men” (italics added). 
God, they said, was not the sovereign 
Lord but “the eternal Democrat.” This 
is the God of ecumenical unity. 

Here is a God whose will is deter- 
mined by majority vote of a religious 
assembly, where all shades of opinion 
are melted together in the parliamen- 
tary process. Although many who are 
members of the WCC would vigorously 
oppose such a view of God, there is 
no other key that will unlock the door 
of authority satisfactorily for the di- 
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In these days when modern preach- 
ing pleads for oneness, and yet often 
sidesteps Christian faith and makes 
little distinction between Catholic, 
Protestant, and Jew, it is time to em- 
phasize the real cause of Christian 
disunity—and the cure. This Mr. 
Price, who is director of the Okla- 
homa Branch of the Bible Lovers’ 
League, Box 9081, Oklahoma City, 
Okla., does in this third and con- 
cluding article on modern. trends 
in the church. 








versified group that has responded to 
the ecumenical call. 

Christian unity lies at the opposite 
pole. God, not man, is at the center. 
It means being conformed to the will 
of God, even when it requires standing 
alone (2 Tim. 4:16). 

To return to John 17:21, discussed 
in earlier articles, we observe that 
Christ did not pray for united Chris- 
tian action (though this has its merit 
in the right setting). Our Lord pleaded 
for unity on a higher plane: “As thou, 
Father, art in me, and I in thee, that 
they also may be one in us.” He de- 
sired that all believers should be drawn 
into the unity of life that prevails with- 
in the Trinity. There no disagreements 
exist. The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
always think and act in perfect har- 
mony. “The Son can do nothing of 
himself, but what he seeth the Father 
do: for what things soever he doeth, 
these also doeth the Son likewise” 
(John 5:19). It is staggering to the 
human mind to think of entering into 
such unity with God. Yet our Lord 
prayed for “those whom thou hast given 
me, that they may be one, as we are” 
(John 17:11). 

The ultimate answer to this remark- 
able prayer can be nothing less than 
the whole ransomed church functioning 
like a perfectly co-ordinated human 
body, in which every member instantly 
responds to the mind of Christ, the 
Head. This may be realized in a mea- 








Teach Us To Pray 
By Cordelia Spitzer 


Teach us to pray! All that we need 
Can be supplied alone by Thee— 

Lord, let us not forget; and lead 

Us to revere Thy name. May we 

In time of strong temptation find 

Thee near to strengthen and sustain; 
But if we fall—still Thou art kind 
And gracious to restore again. 


Oh, with what ease we ask each day 
Thy help, Thy grace, Thy benison 


On us! But, Lord, teach us to pray 
That hardest prayer, “Thy will be 
done!” 


By OLIVER W. PRICE, Th.M. 


sure now. Note how the bride and 
the Spirit say the same thing (Rev. 
22:17). 

This brings us to the last clause of 
John 17:21: “that the world may be- 
lieve that thou hast sent me.” There 
are those who agree that believers are 
spiritually one in Christ, but they hold 
that this last phrase requires a visible, 
united front, since the world cannot be 
expected to see our spiritual unity. 

But is a united Christendom the only 
valid expression of our oneness with 
Christ? Some scholars who are enthu- 
siastic for the ecumenical movement 
admit that the early church, as it is 
pictured in the New Testament, “was 
neither united nor uniform. It had not 
achieved Christian unity. Its divisions 
and dissensions are all too painfully 
evident” (“The Emergence of a World 
Christian Community,” La Tourette, pp. 
77, 78). Yet the church of the apostles 
has never been surpassed in spiritual 
power. The New Testament Christians 
may not have achieved complete unity 
with one another, but they realized 
the power of union and communion 
with Christ more than any other gen- 
eration in the history of the church. 


A Sharp Distinction Necessary 


The unity from which the power of 
the church flows must be sharply dis- 
tinguished from the common loyalty to 
the cause that any good leader can in- 
still in his followers. Our Lord had 
reference to something unique that was 
granted a few weeks after His prayer 
in John 17. This was the baptism of 
the Holy Spirit, by which all believers 
are vitally joined to the Lord and to 
one another to form the one body which 
is the Church (1 Cor. 12:13; Eph. 1:22, 
23; Acts 1:5; 2:1ff. This union under- 
girds the teaching of the New Testa- 
ment Epistles, beginning in seed form 
in our Lord’s figure of the vine and the 
branches (John 15:1-6; Rom. 6; Eph. 
2:5, 6; Col. 2:9-13). The world will be- 
lieve when they see that we are indeed 
crucified with Christ and living in the 
power of His resurrection. Consider, 
for example, Stephen’s demonstration 
of his unity with Christ (Acts 7:60; Luke 
23:34). 

Does our assurance of union and com- 
munion with Christ relieve us then of 
any obligation to maintain unity with 
one another? No, but our harmony 
with other believers should never be 
at the expense of our higher calling 
to be “conformed to the image” of 
Christ (Rom. 8:29). 

Ephesians chapter 4 summarizes the 
three phases of Christian unity. Unity 
is a present duty, based on an accom- 
plished fact and reaching toward an 
ultimate goal. Our present duty is to 
maintain harmony—‘“to keep the unity 
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of the Spirit in the bond of peace” (v. 
3). This is limited to and based on the 
one body formed by the Spirit, an ac- 
complished fact cited in verse 4, “There 
is one body.” It is a shame for the 
members of this body to display a 
petty, quarrelsome spirit that is out of 
keeping with the mind of Christ (Phil. 
2:1-8). 

Finally, under God-given pastors and 
teachers, we are to press toward the 
ultimate goal, “till we all come in the 
unity of the faith, and of the knowledge 

. of the Son of God, unto the perfect 
man, unto the measure of the stature 
of the fulness of Christ” (Eph. 4:13). 
Union leads to communion and com- 
munion longs for complete identifi- 
cation with Christ (1 John 3:2; Phil. 
52 4 De 

The reason Christians are not in com- 
plete harmony today is that we are not 
yet perfected in holiness and knowl- 
edge. As Hodge has pointed out, “So 
long as we know in part, so long as 
we see through a glass darkly, we must, 
within certain limits, see differently” 
(“The Unity of the Church,” Christian- 
ity Today, May 26, 1958). Therefore, 
Christian unity can only be imper- 


fectly realized in this present world. 
It can be strengthened, however, by 
growing in grace and knowledge—not 
by a retreat from truth already known. 


Unity is related to our fellow Chris- 
tians through God. Therefore, it will 
not necessarily cause us to take the 
same stand as others, though it should 
lead us to have the spirit of Christ 
toward those whose blind spots are not 
identical with our own. 


Army life offers a simple illustration. 
A good soldier seeks to please his com- 
mander. He agrees with his fellow sol- 
diers only insofar as they are loyal to 
the general. If a rebellion should 
break out in the ranks, he must keep 
his unity with his commander, even if 
he is in the minority. Was it not so 
with Paul? (2 Tim. 1:15; 2:4; 4:16, 17.) 

The key to Christian unity, in a word, 
is Christ—not “the eternal Democrat,” 
but Christ the Lord, the same yester- 
day, today, and forever. May God 
grant to us the grace to keep our eyes 
firmly fixed on Christ in the Scriptures 
that we may see ourselves and all 
others in His light. 


OLKAHOMA CIty, OKLA. 


Benjamin Franklin's Call to Prayer 


When the Constitutional Convention had reached an impasse 


NVENTOR, printer, publisher, pa- 

triot, diplomat, author, proverb- 

maker—Benjamin Franklin achieved 
incomparable success as all of these. 
Every year that passes adds new luster 
to his fame. 


Among the great and true things he 
has said or written, nothing to me 
quite compares with his call to prayer 
on that last morning of the fifth week 
of the memorable Constitutional Con- 
vention in Philadelphia in 1787. 


June 16 of that year it was, and so I 
like to call this “Franklin’s June 16 
Address.” And there is no fitter time 
to renew acquaintance with it than on 
this present anniversary. 

Harry F. Atwood has well said that 
“in our Constitutional Convention were 
assembled the greatest body of men, 
from the standpoint of physical vigor, 
mental acumen, and moral courage that 
ever met together for human achieve- 
ment.” 

When William Pitt read the consti- 
tution that these men finally adopted 
on September 17, 1787, he exclaimed, 
“It will be the wonder and admiration 
of all future generations!” How every 
American that loves this document 
hopes and prays that this prophecy 
will hold true! 


When June 16 of our Constitution 
year came round, that marvelous body 
of men just mentioned, after more than 
four weeks of deliberation, had not 
agreed on a single sentence, or even a 
single word. Indeed, there was so lit- 
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tle hope that they could be brought 
into agreement on anything that they 
were about to adjourn. Had that hap- 
pened, the whole course of our national 
history might have been altered. 

That was the situation there in that 
City of Brotherly Love on that fateful 
morning when Benjamin Franklin, 
whom many historians now hold to 
have been the wisest man of the group, 
rose and addressed George Washing- 
ton, the chairman, with the courtesy 
and tact of which he was an acknowl- 
edged master. Then, turning to his 
fellow delegates, he said: 


Mr. President, the small progress we 
have made, after four or five weeks’ 
close attention and continual reason- 
ing with each other, our different 
sentiments on almost every question, 
several of the last producing as many 
noes as ayes, is, methinks, a melan- 
choly proof of the imperfection of 
human understanding. We _ indeed 
seem to feel our own want of political 
wisdom, since we have been running 
all about in search of it. We have 
gone back to ancient history for mod- 
els of government and examined the 
different forms of republics which, 
having originally formed with the 
seeds of their own dissolution, now 
no longer exist; and we have viewed 
modern states all around Europe, but 
find none of their constitutions suit- 
able in our circumstances. 

In this situation of this assembly, as 
it were, in the dark to find political 
truth, and scarce able to distinguish 
it when presented to us, how has it 
happened, sir, that we have not hither- 
to thought of humbly applying to the 


Father of Lights to illuminate our un- 
derstanding. 

I have lived, sir, a long time; and 
the longer I live, the more convincing 
proofs I see of the truth, that God 


governs in the affairs of men. And 

if a sparrow cannot fall to the ground 

without His notice, is it probable that 
an empire can rise without His aid? 

We have been assured, sir, in the 

Sacred Writings, that “except the 

Lord build the house, they labour in 

vain that build it.” I firmly believe 

this; and I also believe that, without 

His concurring aid, we shall succeed 

in this political building no better 

than the builders of Babel; we shall 
be divided by our little, partial, local 
interests, our project will be con- 
founded, and we ourselves shall be- 
come a reproach and a byword down 
to future ages. And, what is worse, 
mankind may hereafter, from this un- 
fortunate instance, despair of estab- 
lishing government by human wisdom 
and leave it to chance, war, conquest. 
I therefore beg leave to move: 
That hereafter, prayers, imploring 
the assistance of Heaven and its bless- 
ing on our deliberations, be held in 
this assembly every morning before 
we proceed to business, and, that one, 
or more, of the clergy of this city be 
requested to officiate in that service. 

Franklin’s motion was seconded, but 
not voted on, yet from that moment 
progress was made in framing the docu- 
ment that Gladstone once said was 
“the greatest piece of work ever struck 
off at a given time by the brain and 
purpose of man.” 

When Franklin had ended his call to 
prayer, Washington, who had not taken 
any part in the discussion up to then, 
rose and made the historic speech of 
two sentences, the second and shortest 
of which was as follows: 

“Let us raise a standard to which the 
wise and honest can repair; the event is 
in the hands of God.” 

Fiske, the eminent historian, has 
wisely said that this speech of Wash- 
ington “ought to be written on the 
walls of every legislative hall, state and 
national, in this country.” And, I want 
to add, on the walls of every high 
school in the land. 


HERNDON, Pa. 
v 


Shall a Roman Catholic 
Be President? 


UMEROUS requests from readers 

have urged THE SuNDAY SCHOOL 
Times to reprint the article, “Shall a 
Roman Catholic Be President?” by J. 
B. Rowell, Th.D., which appeared in 
the February 6, 1960, issue. 

The Times is glad to announce that 
reprints are now available postpaid at 
25 cents a dozen, $1.50 a hundred, $6 
for five hundred, or $10 a thousand. 
They are on a single sheet with ample 
room on the reverse side for your 
church or Sunday school or organi- 
zation imprint. The modest cost makes 
possible a wide distribution. 

Address The Sunday School Times 
Company, 325 North 13th St., Phila- 
delphia 5, and ask for the Rowell re- 
print. 
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Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 





How To Win Over Worry. By John 
Edmund Haggai. (Zondervan Pub. 
House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $2.95.) 
The subtitle, “A Practical Formula for 
Victorious Living,” sums up the con- 
tents of this valuable guidebook for 
those who worry. Thoroughly evan- 
gelical and Scripturally sound, while 
abounding in real life situations, this 
volume makes it clear that “it is only 
God who banishes our fear and through 
the instrumentality of the Holy Spirit 
gives us the spirit ‘of power, and of 
love, and of a sound mind.’” The 
theme is “Praise, plus poise, plus prayer 
equal perfect peace.” Mr. Haggai em- 
ploys the Word of God effectively in 
developing each ingredient. In a very 
practical way, the worrier receives ade- 
quate instruction, and this problem 
that plagues many Christians is given 
a sound Christian answer. 


The Imputation of Adam’s Sin. By 
John Murray. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. 
Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $2.) The 
teaching of Romans 5:12-19 is impor- 
tant to the understanding of the whole 
counsel of God, but it is also peren- 
nially a problem for the serious stu- 
dent of the Word. Furthermore, recent 
expositions of the passage by neo-or- 
thodox scholars have cast doubt on 
time-honored expositions, and a fresh 
study by a competent conservative 
scholar has been indicated. Professor 
Murray’s monograph restates the evan- 
gelical position and attacks the mod- 
ern exegesis, thus defending the doc- 
trine of imputation and the teaching of 
the substitutionary atonement. This is 
a profound study, but one that will 
reward readers with renewed confidence 
in the work of Christ. 


Great Personalities of the Old Testa- 
ment. By William Sanford La _ Sor. 
(Fleming H. Revell Co., Westwood, N. J., 
$3.) For ministers and seminary stu- 
dents here is a most helpful back- 
ground book. It should be a great asset 
for the preparation of sermons and 
Bible studies. The layman will find it 
a help to a better understanding of the 
Bible. The author says, “I am attempt- 
ing to recreate for myself and the 
reader the dimensions of reality in 
which God spoke, acted, used His par- 
ticular servant, and so extended His 
redemptive revelation. I have _ at- 
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Left to right, seated: Elisabeth (Mrs. James Elliot), Dr. Howard, Mrs. Howard (nee 
Katharine Gillingham), Virginia (Mrs. Henry W. de Vries, Jr.). Standing: James, 
Thomas, Philip G., David. 


Reunion of the Philip E. Howard, Jr., Family 


AMILY reunions are always heart- 

warming occasions. But when an 
entire family is made up of Christians 
and is spread over half the world, most 
of them in Christian service, a reunion 
becomes notable. 

On March 24 THE SunpDAY SCHOOL 
Times Board Chairman, Philip E. How- 
ard, Jr., held open house for friends 
and relatives at the family home in 
Moorestown, N. J., four days prior to 
Dr. Howard’s departure for Connecticut 
to undergo brain surgery, at which time 
the accompanying photograph was 
made. 

In descending order of age _ the 
Howard children are—Philip G., who 
was graduated from Prairie Bible In- 
stitute (Alberta, Can.) in 1944. He and 
his wife Margaret are independent mis- 
sionaries to the Slave Indians at South 
Nahanni, Northwest Territories, Can. 
They have two children, Kathy Jane 
and Gene. Phil also studied the mis- 
sionary medical course at Shelton Col- 
lege and served in the United States 
Army Medical Corps. 

Elisabeth H. graduated from Wheaton 
College in 1948. She is a Plymouth 
Brethren missionary to the Auca In- 
dians in Ecuador. Betty’s husband, 
James Elliot, with four other men, was 
killed by the Auca Indians on January 
8, 1956. Her two published books, 
“Through Gates of Splendor” and 
“Shadow of the Almighty,” have been 
widely read. A third book, “My Kins- 
man, the Savage,” is soon to be pub- 


lished. Mrs. Elliot has a daughter, 
Valerie, 5, who lives with her mother 
in the Ecuadorian jungles. 

David M. was” graduated from 
Wheaton College in 1949 and the 
Wheaton Graduate School with the de- 
gree of Master of Arts in 1952. Dave, 
his wife Phyllis, and children David, 
Stephen, and Karen Elisabeth reside 
in Colombia, S.A., where he is Assist- 
ant General Director of the Latin 
America Mission, Inc. 

Virginia studied a year at Wheaton 
College, then attended Philadelphia 
Bible Institute and Baptist Bible Sem- 
inary. Virginia and her _ husband, 
Henry W. de Vries, Jr., are just return- 
ing for their second term as missionar- 
ies under the Association of Baptists for 
World Evangelism. They are stationed 
at Puerto Princesa, Palawan, Philip- 
pines. The de Vries have three chil- 
dren, Kenneth, Peter, and Pamela. 

Thomas T. was_ graduated from 
Wheaton College in 1957. He is com- 
pleting two years of service in the 
United States Army, most of the time 
as a chaplain’s assistant. He is not 
married. Tom will join THE Sunpay 
Scuoo.t TIMEs staff in July. 

James N. is a sophomore at Wheaton 
College. He expects to go for the sec- 
ond time this summer to help his 
brother Phil in Canada. 

TIMES readers will he happy to know 
that Dr. Howard, after successful brain 
surgery, is making an excellent recovery. 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





ATING Human Civilization.—It is 

interesting how from time to time— 
and from most unexpected sources—one 
comes upon statements that confirm the 
testimony of the Scriptures. For ex- 
ample, in the latest issue of the Bulle- 
tin of Atomic Scientists, though Julian 
Huxley, in an article, “The Future of 
Man,” speaks of man-like creatures be- 
ing on this earth about a million years 
(which is a mere guess), he says that 
human civilization, with all its achieve- 
ments, has been here “for a bare five 
thousand years.” When the Bible in- 
troduces man, there is civilization with 
its achievements. 

Normally we think of man being on 
the earth between six and seven thous- 
and years, in a civilized state, with 
records, and so forth. Huxley would 
even reduce this to five thousand years. 
I have said this over and over again, 
and I repeat it here—something took 
place between 4000 and 6000 B. C.,, 
when real civilization began. And that 
is where the Bible puts it. There are 
many problems at this point that we 
cannot go into here. 


The Eighth Annual Conference of the 
Israel Bible Research Society convened 
in Jerusalem during the first week of 
April, with more than seven hundred 
persons in attendance. The four-day 
meeting this year was devoted almost 
exclusively to the study of the Psalms. 
I do not think I had previously known, 
until noting it in the Israel Digest, that 
the Prime Minister himself, Mr. David 
Ben-Gurion, is the host to a Bible study 
group meeting in his home twice every 
month. One of the speakers presented 
Mr. Ben-Gurion with a recently pub- 
lished book containing a record of that 
group’s discussion, in the Prime Min- 
ister’s home, on the Book of Joshua. 
Presumably the work is in Hebrew— 
but I would certainly like to know 
something of its contents. 

At this conference the announcement 
was made that the Jewish National 
Fund had presented the Society with 
a plot of land in the center of the city 
of Jerusalem for the construction of a 
Bible house. 


A Bible of Omissions.——The British 
newspapers recently have given much 
publicity to a regrettable event in the 
area of Bible publishing. The Rev. 
Joseph McCulloch, rector of St. Mary- 
le-Bow of London, and Director of 
Studies for the Industrial Christian Fel- 
lowship, has just completed work on 
what he calls the “Essential Bible.” 
In this he has eliminated about 750,000 
words of the Authorized Version. The 
most surprising feature is the omission 
of the Ten Commandments. When 
asked the reason for this, Mr. Mc- 
Culloch said: “Moral codes are merely 
crutches. Something to be discarded 
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when people fully understand the Chris- 
tian way of recreating mankind.” One 
could write a whole book on the errors 
in this statement. 


We regret that this new version, 
called “Between God and Man: The 
Essential Bible,” is being published by 
such a reputable house as Hutchinson, 
noted for its standard works. 


Liquor Licenses and Consumption.— 
The National Voice, a paper devoted 
to the cause of temperance (published 
in Norwalk, California) sets forth some 
startling statistics that many will want 
to keep for further reference: 

“If twenty feet were allowed on a 
street for every license to retail alco- 
holic beverages in the U.S.A., the street 
would be lined on one side with liquor 
stores for 1660 miles. Place the stores 
on both sides of the street and you will 
have a street lined on both sides with 
only liquor stores eight hundred thirty 
miles long. This is a fact: over 443,000 
stores are now selling alcoholic bever- 
ages to millions of gullible imbibers! 
This gives us a crude picture of the 
‘Street’ licensed and protected by law 
to sell beverages fortified with enough 
alcohol to ruin the human race! Just 
look at California. The State Board 
of Equalization said just recently that 
the state’s drinkers consumed 212,065,000 
gallons of beer, 23,756,000 gallons of 
hard liquor and 29,243,000 gallons of 
wine during 1958.” 


Increasing Demon Activity—A num- 
ber of Christian writers on prophecy 
of the last century have declared that 
according to the New Testament, as the 
age draws to a close there will be in- 
creasing demon activity, and an increase 
of deception, of false cults, and in the 
numbers of those following fantastic 
beliefs. Such seems to be taking place 
at the present time in Egypt. A dis- 
patch to the New York Times on April 
4 begins: 

“The ghosts and spirits that thrived 
in old Cairo have survived the social 
revolution of Gamal Abdel Nasser. In 
fact, a new rash of reports on the ‘do- 
ings’ of spirits has broken out in the 
last month. Mediums are doing a rush 
business, and the effects have been man- 
ifest in court, in the lecture hall, and 
in the market place. 


“The library of the United States 
Information Service reports a run on 
books and other literature on ghosts, 
spooks, and supernatural phenomena. 
Egyptian readers want to know if such 
creatures are a part of the American 
way of life, too. The Cairo Emergency 
Police reported a rash of telephone calls 
charging various crimes to spirits. So 
far, none has been caught.” 


I recall reading a chapter by John 
Hutton, some time ago, on Saul con- 


sulting the witch of Endor, in which 
he said that as modern man gives up 
his belief in the true God, he will in- 
creasingly resort to mediums and false 
teachers of religion. 


Division and Extension in Judaism. 
—In no religious group on earth is there 
more division than among the Jews. 
A recent issue of the London Jewish 
Chronicle carries a report of a three- 
day conference of European Orthodox 
rabbis meeting in Westcliff-on-Sea. The 
Chief Rabbi told the assembled group: 
“Zionism is no substitute for religion” 
—(in this he is absolutely right). Then 
he declared that it was time the Ortho- 
dox division of Judaism should begin 
a vigorous offensive against liberalism 
among the Jews. The rabbi not only 
denounced these liberal movements but 
affirmed that no true orthodox Jew 
should have anything to do with them. 
“As far as Jewish communities in 
Europe are concerned which rally un- 
der the fiat of the Torah there could 
be no association with this movement, 
and we shall discourage and resist these 
efforts by the Conservatives of America 
to infiltrate into Europe, even if they 
may speak to us in terms of traditional 
Judaism. . . . Our enemies are those 
who, at the most, grant to religion the 
place of no more than just one of the 
many facets of Jewish communal ac- 
tivity.” 

On the other hand, Reform Judaism 
is planning to extend its influence. At 
a recent meeting of the Union of Ameri- 
can Hebrew Congregations, the presi- 
dent of the group, Dr. Maurice 
Eisendrath, said: “We see a confluence 
of the great progressive forces in Ju- 
daism stimulating and _ strengthening 
one another. ... Reform Judaism is 
indispensable to the spiritual develop- 
ment of the Israelis, who have modern- 
ized all relationships except the basic 
Jewish religious relationship. ... In 
Israel, where Orthodoxy is the dominat- 
ing religious force, religious life is out 
of step.” The World Union represents 
progressive synagogues, with a mem- 
bership of 1,500,000, two-thirds of which 
are in this country. 


Bible Names.—A brochure issued by 
the American Bible Society states that 
two-thirds of all the presidents of the 
United States had one or more Bible 
names, and that the name Mary, with 
its variations, Marie, Marian and 
Marilyn, is borne by over six million 
American women. 


A Poll on Christ’s Return.—A recent 
Gallup Poll has been taken on the ques- 
tion of the second coming of Christ. 
How many were polled in this, I do 
not know. Of those replying, 55 per 
cent stated that they did believe in 
the second coming of Christ, that is, 
His definite return to this earth; 31 
per cent replied in the negative, and 
14 per cent said they had no opinion 
on the subject. Of those who selected 
a point of time for Christ’s return, about 
half said they thought this would be 
within the next one hundred years. 
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Lesson 1 


July 3 





THE KING JAMES VERSION 
Amos 7:7 Thus he shewed me: and, behold, the Lord stood 
upon a wall made by a plumbline, with a plumbline in his 


hand. 


8 And the Lorp said unto me, Amos, what seest thou? 
And I said, A plumbline. Then said the Lord, Behold, I will 
set a plumbline in the midst of my people Israel: I will not 


again pass by them any more: 


9 And the high places of Isaac shall be desolate, and the 
sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste; and I will rise 
against the house of Jeroboam with the sword. 

10 Then Amaziah the priest of Beth-el sent to Jeroboam 
king of Israel, saying, Amos hath conspired against thee in 
the midst of the house of Israel: the land is not able to 


bear all his words. 


International Uniform Lesson 








MEN WHO SPOKE FOR GOD 


2 Kings 14:23-29; Amos 7:7-17; printed text, Amos 7:7-15 


Golden Text.—Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, 


rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine.—2 Tim. 4:2 


11 For thus Amos saith, Jeroboam shall die by the sword, 


land. 


and Israel shall surely be led away captive out of their own 


12 Also Amaziah said unto Amos, O thou seer, go, flee thee 


prophesy there: 


away into the land of Judah, and there eat bread, and 


13 But prophesy not again any more at Beth-el: for it is 
the king’s chapel, and it is the king’s court. 

14 Then answered Amos, and-said to Amaziah, I was no 
prophet, neither was I a prophet’s son; but I was an herd- 
man, and a gatherer of sycomore fruit: 

15 And the Lorp took me as I followed the flock, and the 
Lorp said unto me, Go, prophesy unto my people Israel. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 


International Council] of Religious Education. 





The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. Ernest Tatham 


Approach to the Lesson 


ODAY we enter upon a new quar- 
Tie: and for the next few weeks 

will be studying the Century of 
Great Prophets. We refer, of course, 
to those inspired spokesmen who 
brought Jehovah’s message to the na- 
tion of Israel. 

Today’s lesson concerns two of these 
—Jonah and Amos. 

Before looking at their messages, 
however, it will be helpful for us to 
consider the question, What is a 
prophet? And again, Why did God 
raise them up? In its simplest mean- 
ing, a prophet is one who is a spokes- 
man in behalf of another. Exodus 7:1 
illustrates this. Aaron was a prophet 
of Moses inasmuch as he spoke in be- 
half of his brother. The prophets of 
Jehovah were those whose message 
overflowed like an irrepressible inner 
spring from the preacher’s heart to his 
lips. And such were raised up during 
times of spiritual departure and de- 
cay. While there is a sense in which 
prophets served from the beginning, 
the prophetic line was not established 
officially until the days of Samuel 
(Acts 3:24). Prior to Samuel, the Lord 
spoke through the priesthood, but the 
priestly house of Eli became so cor- 
rupt that God could no longer associate 
His name with it, therefore these 
priestly intermediaries were rejected 
and the prophet became the means of 
communication between Heaven and 
earth. Thus the prophet played the 


role of a sort of emergency man. 

It was a dark day in Israel when 
Jeroboam II wielded the scepter. But 
Jonah brought good and reliable news 
to the nation, despite the low spiritual 
temperature, and Jehovah used even 
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the wicked king to enlarge the national 
borders. This action flowed out of the 
divine mercy. 

The courageous testimony of Amos, 
however, was just as reliable, but heavy 
with gloomy tidings. No good news 
did he bring. His somber predictions 
brought him not only extreme unpop- 
ularity but open opposition. 

The Christian today stands like a 
prophet in the midst of a world that 
is far away from God. He proclaims 
a message of good news on the one 
hand, but also warnings of judgment 
on the other. He thus serves as a sort 
of combination of a Jonah and an 
Amos! 


Verse by Verse 

2 Kings 14:23.—“. . Jeroboam the 
son of Joash king of Israel began to 
reign in Samaria, and reigned forty 
and one years.” This is Jeroboam II, 
of course, and his was the longest of 
any of the reigns of the kings of Israel. 


Verse 24—“And he did that which 
was evil in the sight of the Lord: he 
departed not from all the sins of Jero- 
‘boam the son of Nebat, who made 
Israel to sin.” Think of it! Forty-one 
years of political and religious cor- 
ruption, following in the evil tradition 
of Jeroboam I! In view of this we 
are scarcely prepared for what follows. 


Verse 25.—“He restored the coast of 
Israel . . . according to the word of the 
Lord ... which he spake by the hand 
of his servant Jonah ...the prophet...” 
This statement assures us that not only 
was Jonah a historical character who 
was recognized as a prophet, but was 
also one who had actually predicted 
the good news of Israel’s_ territorial 
enlargement. This forecast must have 
been a very pleasant one to Jonah— 
a much more welcome work than his 
commission toward the Ninevites. 


Verse 26—“For the Lord saw the 
affliction of Israel, that it was very 
bitter . . .” This indicates very clearly 
that the enlargement of Israel’s borders 
was not due to any goodness that God 
saw in either the people or their king, 
but rather to something that was all of 
His grace. 


Verse 27.—“. . . but he saved them 
by the hand of Jeroboam the son .of 
Joash.” There are three little sets of 
words in this paragraph that are very 
important. Be sure to notice them. 
First, “he spake” (v. 25); second, “the 
Lord saw” (v. 26); third, “he saved” 
(v. 27). 


Verse 28.—“Now the rest of the acts 
of Jeroboam, and all that he did... 
are they not written in the book... ?” 
Yes, all of the acts of this infamous 
king are on record. So are yours and 
mine! Let us ask ourselves what kind 
of entries are being recorded in 
Heaven’s books. 


Verse 29.—“And Jeroboam slept... 
and ... his son reigned in his stead.” 
After forty-one years death catches up 
with this king, and he vacates his throne 
forever. It is well to remind ourselves 
that our life and ministry will also be 
ended. Will I “finish my course with 
joy”? 

Amos 7:7.—*. behold, the Lord 
stood upon a wall made by a plumb- 
line, with a plumbline in his hand.” 
Both Amos and Isaiah (28:17) speak 
of this. The application of the plumb- 
line to a completed building implies 
that its correctness and stability are 
being tested. If found faulty, it will 
be taken down. This symbol, therefore, 
represents God’s testing of His people, 
which often results in condemnation. 


Verse 8—*“. . . Then said the Lord, 
Behold, I will set a plumbline in the 
midst of my people Israel...” Je- 
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hovah is about to inspect the perpen- 
dicularity of the wall. 


Verse 9—“And the high places... 
shall be desolate, and the sanctuaries 
of Israel shall be laid waste...” The 
divine plumb line will demonstrate the 
crookedness of the whole national 
structure and call for its complete deso- 
lation. This is a very stern word 
against the corrupt Jeroboam and his 
house. 


Verse 10.—“Then Amaziah the priest 
of Bethel sent to Jeroboam king of 
Israel, saying, Amos hath conspired 
against thee ...” This Amaziah was 
probably the high priest of the idola- 
trous shrine, and may have been the 
king’s own chaplain. He strongly ob- 
jected to this interloper from the south. 


Verse 11—“For thus Amos saith... 
Israel shall surely be led away captive 
out of their own land.” Amos here is 
being accused of treason, and is prob- 
ably suspected of being a spy from 
the southern kingdom. His message is 
necessarily most unpopular. 


Verse 12—“. . . O thou seer, go, flee 
thou away into the land of Judah, and 
there eat bread, and prophesy there.” 
Both God’s prophet and his message 
* are here utterly rejected, and the sug- 
gestion that he return to his home and 
eat bread there carries with it the 
implication that Amos was a mere 
mercenary, as Amaziah himself was. Lit- 
tle did this professional hireling realize 
that the true servants of ‘God are actu- 
ated with more than material interests. 
It is the love of Christ that constrains 
them, and the urgency of the Holy 
Spirit that impels them. Modern Ama- 
ziahs know nothing of this. 


Verse 13.—“. . . prophesy not again 
any more at Bethel: for it is the king’s 
chapel, and it is the king’s court.” 
Bethel was one of the two great idol- 
atrous centers of the nation (see 1 
Kings 12:29, 32), and it must have 
taken a great deal of spiritual courage 
on the part of Amos to minister the 
truth of God in that hub of heathen 
darkness. 


Verse 14—“Then answered Amos, 
and said to Amaziah, I was no prophet, 
neither was I a prophet’s son; but I 
was an herdman, and a gatherer of 
sycomore fruit.” This true servant of 
the Lord here gives a little piece of 
personal biography. What he is saying 
is that he is not the product of official 
and conventional training; as a matter 
of fact, he was just a country boy. 


Verse 15.—“‘And the Lord took me 
as I followed the flock, and the Lord 
said unto me, Go, prophesy unto my 
people Israel.” The Lord never calls 
lazy people to His service. Scripture 
abounds with examples of how He calls 
men to serve Him who are busily oc- 
cupied with their earthly callings. Be- 
ing found faithful in that which is 
least qualifies them for greater respon- 
sibilities. As Amos followed the flock 
and trimmed his trees the fire of God 
burned in his very soul. His was a 
burdened heart, until the voice of the 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


13. June 26.—The Firm Foundation. 
Matthew 7:24-29; 21:28-32 
Next Week’s Lesson 


2. July 10—Amos Demands Social 


0 SEES: Amos 2:6-8; 5; 8:4-6 








Lord broke through and called him to 
voice His message to the nation. 


Verse 17.—“. . . Thy wife shall be an 
harlot in the city, and thy sons and thy 
daughters shall fall by the sword, and 
thy land shall be divided by line; and 
thou shalt die in a polluted land: and 
Israel shall surely go into captivity 
forth of his land.” This searing de- 
nunciation demonstrates the solemnity 
of repudiating the Word of God. This 
false prophet was in part responsible 
for the apostate condition of Israel, 
and the heavy hand of righteous judg- 
ment would soon be executed upon 
himself and his family, and the over- 
throw of the nation was inescapable. “It 
is a fearful thing to fall into the hands 
of the living God” (Heb. 10:31). 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Both of the prophets whom we are 
considering today—Jonah and Amos— 
served as spokesmen for God in a time 
of serious departure, and their messages 
indicate that Heaven is not indifferent 
to earth’s condition. The very fact 
that God sent prophets demonstrates 
the truth of this; had He been indiffer- 
ent He would have let the Children 
of Israel severely alone. But He sent 
these men and clothed their messages 
with authority. The first brought good 
news, while the second was a bearer 
of heavy tidings. “Behold therefore the 
goodness and severity of God!” (Rom. 
11:22.) Incidentally, the first passage 
we have considered proves the histor- 
icity of Jonah. He was an actual char- 
acter who ministered in Israel. What 
tremendous spiritual courage such a 
ministry demanded, and what spiritual 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. Ernest Tatham 


HICH of these two prophets was 
from Galilee? 

2. What three things did God do at 
the time of the enlargement of Israel’s 
borders? 

3. What kind of news did Jonah 
bring to King Jeroboam? 

4. What did the plumb line signify? 

5. Why did the priest of Bethel re- 
sent Amos? 

6. What was located at Bethel? 

7. What did Amaziah imply when 
he suggested that Amos return to Judah 
and “there eat bread’’? 

8. How far is formal scholastic train- 
ing necessary for the useful servant of 
God? 

9. What must happen before I can 
carry God’s voice to men? 

10. Through whom does God speak 
to men today? 


(Answers on page 490) 





equipment was supplied to these men 
in the face of overwhelming odds! 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. A saving deliverance (2 Kings 14: 
23-29) 

2. A significant object lesson 
7: 7-9) 

3. A stern denunciation (vv. 10-17) 


(Amos 


Topics for Development 


On one occasion the Christ-rejecting 
Pharisees asserted that no prophet arose 
out of Galilee (John 7:52). In the 
main, this was correct, but there was 
at least one exception that they over- 
looked. That exception was Jonah who 
came from Gath-hepher. This was a 
Galilean town. Can you find it on your 
map? : 

While the Old Testament abounds 
with the stories of prophets and their 
mighty ministries, does the New Testa- 
ment perpetuate this office? Is there 
any relation between the Old Testa- 
ment prophet and the New? What 
were their qualifications? And how, 
and where did they exercise their min- 
istry? Can you think of one or two 
who appeared in the Book of the Acts? 
Again, do we have prophets today? 

We have observed that God calls men 
into His service who are actively and 
faithfully engaged in their ordinary, 
everyday callings. For example, Moses 
was minding his flock when the Lord 
appeared to him in the burning bush 
and commissioned him to the court of 
Pharaoh, as the deliverer of Israel. 
Gideon was threshing wheat by the 
winepress when the angel appeared and 
called him to lead the armies of the 
nation. Can you think of others who 
clearly illustrate this principle? 


Practical Applications 

The God who spake “unto the fa- 
thers by the prophets, hath in these 
last days spoken by his Son.” 
In other words, Jesus Christ is God’s 
last word to men. But in order to 
enforce this great truth He still equips 
prophets, evangelists, pastors, and 
teachers to go forth in the midst of a 
crooked and perverse generation to pro- 
claim His message to men. We may 
learn from Jonah’s prediction that the 
message consists of good news, enlarge- 
ment, and blessing. But Amos would 
teach us that it has its more somber 
aspect and warns of retribution if re- 
pentance is disregarded. And we also 
learn from Amos that formal training 
is not always necessary to be service- 
able. As a matter of fact, it is the 
plain teaching of Scripture that every 
layman be a witness to the Gospel. 
And it would be a hopeless situation 
for current Christianity if its propa- 
gation depended only on a few trained 
clerics. The important thing above 
everything else is that our souls be in 
communion with our Lord and _ that 
our ears will be sensitive to His voice. 
He must speak to us before He can 
speak through us. Let us see to it that 
our fellowship is with the Father and 
with His Son, Jesus Christ. Then we 
will be ready for His call whenever it 
comes. 
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Golden Text 

“Preach the word; be instant in sea- 
son, out of season; reprove, rebuke, ex- 
hort with all longsuffering and doc- 
trine.” (2 Tim. 4:2). These are among 
Paul’s last words, written on the eve 
of his execution in the city of Rome. 
They bristle with urgency. This is no 
time for frivolity or indifference. The 
days are dark. Millions are perishing. 
Life is in the Word. Let us proclaim 
it with fresh, Spirit-given zeal. 

West PaLm BEAcH, FLA. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“_.. the Lord stood upon a wall... 
with a plumbline in his hand” (Amos 
7:7).—Here the Lord is seen ready to 
examine His people and reveal His find- 
ings and pronounce judgment. 

The plumb line showed Israel to be 
anything but straight! A righteous God 
demands that all who name His name 
be righteous. But Israel was _ so 
crooked, the Lord had to say of them, 
“For they know not to do right .. . who 
store up violence and robbery in their 
palaces” (3:10). They oppressed the 
poor, they were merchants of deceit, 
and their morals were at an extremely 
low level (8:4-6). It was time for judg- 
ment to be executed. 

Twice before, as seen in this chapter, 
the intercession of Amos averted the 
threatened judgments; but the Lord 
would not “pass by” nor spare the peo- 
ple any more. 

The attempt on anyone’s part to evade 
the universal law of “sowing and reap- 
ing” is useless. 

Henry Ward Beecher said: “The pea 
contains the vine and the flower and the 
pod in embryo, and I am sure when I 
plant it that it will produce them and 
nothing else. Now, every action of our 
lives is embryonic, and according as it 
is right or wrong, it will surely bring 
forth the sweet flowers of joy, or the 
poison fruits of sorrow.” 


“Amos hath conspired against thee 
.. 2’ (Amos 7:10).—As everything in 
the northern kingdom was an imitation 
of the order the Lord had established 
in Jerusalem, it could be that Amaziah 
was the high priest in Israel in imitation 
of the high priest of God’s appointment 
in Judea. 

At any rate, we know he was “the 
priest of Bethel.” This false priest 
falsely accused Amos of conspiring 
against King Jeroboam II, as the Jews 
accused the Lord Jesus of speaking 
against Caesar (John 19:12). A con- 
Spiracy cannot be of one man. Was 
Amaziah implying that God was a con- 
spirator with Amos? 

Demetrius plainly expressed his fear 
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that the silversmith’s craft was in dan- 
ger because of Paul’s preaching (Acts 
19). And evidently Amaziah felt his 
craft was in danger because of the 
preaching of Amos. 

Amos had not said that Jeroboam 
should die by the sword; but that the 
sword should be drawn against his 
house—which was fulfilled in the slay- 
ing of his son Zechariah (2 Kings 15: 
10). Amaziah gave to the words of 
Amos, “just that exaggeration and in- 
nuendo which betray the wily courtier, 
who knows how to accentuate a general 
denunciation till it feels like a personal 
attack” (Dr. G. A. Smith). 

“Sin has many tools, but a lie is the 


handle that fits them all” (O. W. 
Holmes). 

“O thou seer, go, flee thee away into 
the land of Judah .. .” (Amos 7:12). — 


Failing to receive an edict against Amos 
from the apparently disinterested king, 
Amaziah took matters into his own 
hand and told the prophet to flee to the 
land of Judah and “there eat bread, and 
prophesy there.” 

Being a time-serving priest, Amaziah 
evidently thought Amos was prophesy- 
ing for what he could get out of it ina 
material way. 

Amaziah forbade Amos to prophesy 
again at Bethel because, he said, “it is 
the king’s chapel [or sanctuary], and 
it is the king’s court.” There was 
enough decency about him to refrain 
from calling the sanctuary the Lord’s. 
He knew the sanctuary of God was in 
Jerusalem. It was an indirect confes- 
sion on his part that he was serving the 
king, not the Lord. 


“I was no prophet, neither was I a 
prophet’s son...” (Amos 7:14).—Amos 
was not ashamed to inform Amaziah 
that he was a lowly herdsman, and a 
gatherer of sycamore fruit. He was not 
a member of the order of prophets. He 
had not even been educated in the 
school of the prophets. 

He was “following the flock” when 
the Lord said: “Go, prophesy unto my 
people Israel.” And he was responsive 
to the divine command. 

Dr. Graham Scroggie, commenting on 
Matthew 21:23 said: “These men said in 


effect, ‘Where did you graduate? Who 
licensed you to preach? Show us your 
diploma; what degrees have you?’ 


There are a lot of moribund ecclesias- 
tics still, who are putting these ques- 
tions to men who, without a college 
stamp upon them, are exercising a 
powerful ministry. Jesus answers these 
men by refusing to answer them.” 
“Preach the word ... with all long- 
suffering and doctrine” (2 Tim. 4:2).— 
Thank God for all those who are ear- 
nestly contending “for the faith which 
was once [for all] delivered unto the 








Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
mailing, subscription, business, circula- 
tion, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 


saints.” There are many Amaziahs to- 
day who are doing what they can to 
hinder the faithful preaching of the 
Word, but we must do all we can to 
speak for God in the way He wishes it 
to be done. 

Wawona, CALIF. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SUGGESTED HYMNS 


“Come, Thou Almighty King” 
“Hark! ’Tis the Shepherd’s Voice I Hear” 
“Anywhere With Jesus” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O Lord, 
the shepherd of Thy people, in Thee we 
trust, and to Thee we come today seek- 
ing insight from Thy Spirit into Thy 
truth and desiring hearts quick to obey 
Thy Word. For all faithful men by 
whom Thou hast spoken in other times 
and by whom Thou dost speak and call 
us to repent today, we thank Thee. 
Bless our Sunday school and help us to 
reach out to many more with Thy 
Word. Bless our missionaries and all 
true servants of Christ in our time that 
their message may find wide acceptance 
and the ills that afflict the nations be 
healed as men conform their lives to the 
Gospel of Christ. Look graciously on 
sick and troubled ones today for their 
help. Guide and keep us through this 
new week and make us true and faith- 
ful. servants of our Saviour. Forgive us 
as our need requires and renew us in all 
that is good, for Christ’s sake. Amen. 


After the Lesson—Amos was well 
named. His name means “burden- 
bearer” and he was a man burdened 
with concern over Israel’s sin and bur- 
dened with God’s Word to sinning Is- 
rael. He had attended no school of the 





God’s Spokesmen Are 


BURDENED WITH cas wr 


God’s Word 
prophets, but had been a_ shepherd 
when God called him to speak for Him. 
He was an untrained layman who had 
the burdened heart without which no 
person can truly serve God in a world 
of sin. The best of education and train- 
ing added to the greatest natural gifts 
can never make a true preacher of one 
who is not burdened with human sin 
and with God’s Word for sinners. But 
the least likely Christian who is con- 
cerned and knows God’s Word for the 
times can speak for God with effect. 

God called a shoe clerk, D. L. Moody, 
and made of that untrained layman a 
great evangelist. Moody himself was 
won to Christ by the concerned appeal 
of his Sunday school teacher. First get 
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right with God yourself. Then view life 
and people as God sees them, and learn 
God’s message to mankind, and you, 
too, can speak for God, though you may 
never enter a pulpit. There is always 
need for people who can speak for God. 


CaLcary, ALTA. CAN. 





Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, one of the distinctive 
~ characteristics of these United States 
of America, foremost nation in the 
world from almost any point of view, 
is its wholesome democracy. No mat- 
ter how humble your birth, nor how 
limited your circumstances, the way is 
wide open for you to reach the top in 
art, in industry, in literature, in profes- 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 


Men Whe Spoke for God. 
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sional or political life. The U.S.A. is 
known throughout the world as the 
land of opportunity, and millions of 
foreigners have immigrated to this 
country, attracted by that fact. 

I shall never forget the scene on a 
transatlantic liner coming into New 
York harbor when a great throng of 
immigrants on the forward deck of the 
steerage sighted the Statue of Liberty. 
They were frantic in their joy, men 
danced up and down, women wept and 
hugged their little ones, for to them it 
was coming out of slavery into the land 
of freedom and opportunity. First and 
second class passengers crowded for- 
ward to witness the excitement on the 
decks below. They were coming to a 
country where a water boy on a section 
gang could become the president of 
one of America’s great trunk line rail- 
roads; where a machinist in Detroit 
could become the world’s largest auto- 
mobile manufacturer and one of its 
wealthiest; where a farmer’s boy in 
Missouri who grubbed stumps and 
cleaned out the henhouse, rising at day- 
light to go to work, a high school stu- 
dent, but no college, working for a 
railroad contractor at 18, could become 
the President of the United States—the 
topmost political position in the world 
today. 

Now all that is very remarkable, is 
it not? And every fellow who can call 
this “his own, his native land” should be 
thankful to the Lord for allowing him 
to be born here—particularly if he is 
going to make the best of it, as others 
have done. 

But today we are getting acquainted 
with a young fellow who was born in 
the hill country not far from Bethle- 
hem of Judah in a little village called 
Tekoa, where simple folk lived, and his 
parents named him Amos. He became 
a herdsman, and, further to earn a liv- 
ing, tended (or dressed) sycomore trees, 
which bore figs. Nobody would have 
thought that young Amos would ever 
amount to much, just an inconspicuous 
shepherd and a fig gatherer. But one 
day the Lord showed Amos (whether 
in a vision or otherwise, we do not 
know) that He had a mission for him, 
which was to denounce the great King 
Jeroboam for his wickedness and his 
idolatry and tell him of his family’s 
doom. Jeroboam was the king of Is- 
rael and had risen to great power. More- 
over, he was a cruel tyrant, defiant of 
God and of man. 

It was humanly an unthinkable task 
for the humble herdsman, but God had 
clearly spoken to him and forth he went 
to Bethel the capital of the northern 
kingdom, where he proceeded to deliver 
the most scathing rebuke and to proph- 
esy the most disastrous punishments 
that could be imagined. Just read 
them in the fifth and sixth chapters! 

The terrific force of his denunciations 
so alarmed Amaziah, the idolatrous 
priest of Bethel, that he sent word to 
the king that this man was about to 
start a rebellion; then he solemnly 
warned Amos to get back to his own 
country, threatening him; but Amos 
stood his ground and continued his re- 


buke and his prophecies with even 
greater detail and emphasis. He spoke 
boldly and courageously—as if he had 
a mighty army with him. We do not 
know what was the end of Amos. The 
record does not state, but you find him 
today in the “Hall of Fame” of the 
prophets. His message is a definite part 
of the canon of Scripture, and his 
prophecies have a significant bearing 
upon the fate of the Jews and in the 
light of the events of our own mo- 
mentous days. 

What does it mean to you, fellows? 
Why, just this. America, as wonderful 
as it is, cannot afford you the highest 
mission. Indeed, such marvelous mate- 
rial opportunity could easily be your 
undoing, if it causes you to forget God 
in the excitement of an upward climb. 
The highest calling any fellow can have, 
no matter where he lives, nor what may 
be his world advantages, little or much, 
is the “high calling of God in Christ 
Jesus.” And today God needs His wit- 
nesses, if possible, more than ever; for 
the old world is rapidly growing topsy- 
turvy, and your favored America is 
getting drunk with power. The still 
small voice of the Spirit is saying, “Se- 


parate me——[that may be you!] for the’ 


work to which I have called him.” 
WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 





My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


HIS quarter we are going to study 

some of the Old Testament Prophets 
For memory work, we will learn as 
much as we can of Hebrews 1:1, 2. Let 
us see if we can memorize today, “God, 
who at sundry times and in divers man- 
ners spake in time past unto the fathers 
by the prophets, hath in these last days 
spoken unto us by his Son.” 

The first three lessons this quarter are 
on Amos, one of the most interesting 
minor prophets. He was a farmer liv- 
ing south of Jerusalem when God called 
him to preach, seven hundred years be- 
fore Jesus was born in Bethlehem. 
None of Amos’s family had _ been 
preachers, and he had not been edu- 
cated to be one. He herded cattle and 
gathered sycamore fruit. He seems to 
have been content with farming, com- 
muning with God as he worked. But 
when the Lord called him to preach, 
he obeyed at once. God sent him to 
preach in Bethel, the capital of the 
northern kingdom, so he went, though 
he knew his message would be very un- 
popular. 

Jeroboam II was then reigning over 
Israel. Israel had been invaded by the 
Syrians, in the days of the Prophet 
Elisha. Years later, after Elisha’s death, 
King Joash of Israel won three battles 
with the Syrians, and recovered the 
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cities of Israel which the Syrians had 
previously captured. Jeroboam II, son 
of Joash, continued victorious over the 
Syrians, and also captured two cities of 
Judah, and added them to his country. 
During the forty-one years of Jero- 
boam’s reign, the kingdom reached the 
height of its power. But spiritual life 
was very low indeed. The king was an 
idolator like Jeroboam I, and allowed 
injustices and other evils in his king- 
dom. 

When Amos arrived in Bethel to 
preach, he saw a fine-looking city con- 
taining magnificent ivory homes, but he 
also saw that the rich oppressed the 
poor. They had forgotten the true God, 
who had called their ancestor Abraham 
into the Land of Canaan. God’s com- 
mandments were ignored on every 
hand. We will learn more about their 
oppressing the poor and cheating next 
Sunday. Because of their sins,,God had 
sent different punishments upon Israel 
to cause them to return to Him, but 
they had not returned. 

Now Amos had come at God’s com- 
mand to warn them of more severe 
judgments to come, unless they re- 
pented and turned to the Lord. Let us 
read Amos 7:1-3. Here the Lord 
showed Amos a plague of grasshoppers 
or locusts that could destroy all the 
crops of Israel. If Amos had been an 
ungodly man, he might have said, “Fine! 
Israel has always been a rival of my 
country, Judah, ever since Jeroboam I 
took the ten tribes with him, and lately 
they have robbed us of two cities.” 
But Amos was a man of God, and had 
some of God’s compassion in his heart. 
Reread his prayer in verse 2. So God 
said that the plague of locusts should 
not come. 

Read Amos 7:4-6. Again the prayer 
of Amos warded off judgment from Is- 
rael. 

Now read verses 7-9. The judgment 
of God cannot be warded off again. It 
is going to be meted out to all who de- 
serve it. The idolatrous places of Israel 
will be desolate, and the house of the 
idolatrous king will meet with the 
sword. 

As Amos preached these messages in 
Bethel, Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, 
determined to get rid of him. He sent 
an untrue message about him to the 
king. Read verses 10, 11 to see what 
this was. (That Amos conspired against 
the king. That he had said the king 
would die by the sword.) Amos had 
not conspired against the king, and he 
had not said that Jeroboam II would be 
killed by the sword. He had only 
preached what God had told him to say, 
which included that the Lord would rise 
against the king’s house with the sword. 

Now read verses 12, 13. Amaziah evi- 
dently thought Amos was just like him- 
self, preaching to make a living. This 
false priest knew nothing of the Lord’s 
call, which had changed Amos from a 
peaceful farmer to a fiery preacher. 
Read verses 14, 15. See how humbly 
Amos answered Amaziah. He showed 
him that he was no rival. He had no 
desire for the high office of Amaziah. 
God had told him to go and preach, and 
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he had come to Bethel in simple obedi- 
ence to God’s command. 

The last two verses of the chapter 
foretell the punishment on Amaziah and 
his house, because he had tried to si- 
lence God’s prophet. 

Amos reveals God to us as a God of 
justice and judgment, whom all men 
must meet. God notices and appraises 
all that goes on, and He will surely pun- 
ish sin. No wonder Amos 4:12 says, 
“Prepare to meet thy God.” 


FERNDALE, WASH. 





For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


Men Who Speak for God 
(Amos 7:7-16a) 

ISPLAY the Christian and the na- 

tional flags during the new quar- 
ter. A person who sews can make a 
Christian flag from a piece of white 
cloth the size of the flag with which it is 
to be displayed, a field of blue, on 
which two strips of red form a cross. 
Tack to a dowel or other stick. 

The model house and reports lead to 
review of the last lesson. How could 
the workmen make house walls exactly 
straight up so they would not fall? 
Loop a string around a small stone or a 
piece of metal to demonstrate a plumb 
line. 

Whose words have we been hearing - 
this last quarter? Where do we find 
them? Write on the blackboard, leaving 
room for the intervening words: “God 
... hath in these last days spoken unto 
us by his Son.” By whom did God 
send messages to people in Old Testa- 
ment days? After some have been 
mentioned, insert on the blackboard: 
“who ... spake in time past unto the 
fathers by the prophets.” How did 
God appear to Moses when he was tak- 
ing care of sheep? Later He spoke to 
him from a cloud of fire and smoke on 
Mount Sinai. Still later He spoke from 
the holy place inside the Tabernacle. 
Sometimes God came to a man in a 
dream or vision. Sometimes God was 
seen aS a person or angel, sometimes 
only His voice was heard. Insert the 
words: “at sundry times and in divers 
manners.” Write “different” over “sun- 
dry” and “various” over “divers,” and 
“ways” over “manners.” Add the refer- 
ence (Heb. 1:1, 2, Memory Verse). 
After reading several times, make a 
game of memorizing: All eyes closed 
while a pupil erases any two words. 
Who can read it? Continue to erase 
and read. 

Wouldn’t you like to be a shepherd 
boy (or girl), take care of woolly sheep, 
play with the lambs, and climb over 
rocks like Amos? (Flannelboard scene 
of shepherd boy.) This is what Amos 
had for supper. (Pass figs around the 
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class.) As Amos munched his wild figs, 
he loved to listen to the men telling 
stories around the campfire. Perhaps 
they told about their Fourth of July 
when Moses led the people out of slav- 
ery, crossing the Red Sea, frightening 
thunder from Mount Sinai, walls of 
mighty Jericho crashing, a shepherd 
boy who became king, rich Solomon, 
Jeroboam’s rebellion that split the coun- 
try in two, north and south, the 
Prophet Elijah praying down fire from 
Heaven to prove God was really God. 
All these and many more were in God’s 
Book. Do you suppose young Amos 
ever dreamed his name would be there, 
too? 

When Amos grew up (figure of man) 
and took his wool and figs to market, 
he saw and heard things that made him 
sad and angry. The way people were 
treating God, disobeying His rules! 
God was great and holy; surely trouble 
would come if people did not live by 
His right and good ways! God appeared 
in visions and spoke to Amos. Amos 
must go warn the people in the north- 
ern kingdom of Israel, where Jeroboam 
II was now king. 

You would be surprised to see by 
what image those people pictured God! 
(Scene with Amos, crowd, and Amaziah 
about a golden calf—make one from 
gold paper and mount it on a pedestal. 
Have two pupils prepared to read the 
words of Amos and Amaziah from 
Amos 7:7-15, moving the figures and 
adding a messenger.) 

Next time we will see just how the 
people did not measure up straight and 
true by God’s measuring line. How do 
you suppose the people of our country 
measure up? How do you? 

Will each pupil in some way express 
the story of Amos—by drawing, cutouts 
on table or sand table, small flannel- 
board, clay, puppets, writing. Encour- 
age pupils to listen to a modern prophet 
like Billy Graham. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1960 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Some in Every Audience.—Preach the 

word; be instant in season, out of sea- 
son; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all 
longsuffering and doctrine (2 Tim. 4:2, 
Golden Text). A minister once told his 
bishop that he could preach and think 
nothing of it, and the prelate replied 
that the parishioners were of the same 
opinion! A preacher visiting a peni- 
tentiary one Saturday was invited by the 
Christian warden to speak to the in- 
mates the next day. That evening the 
preacher felt impressed to go to the 
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penitentiary and learn the details re- 
garding the service. Noting two chairs 
draped in black in the main assembly 
room, he inquired as to the reason. 
Said the warden: “These two chairs are 
draped for death. Your sermon will be 
the last these men will ever hear.” You 
can realize that Browning and Emerson 
figured very little in the sermon that 
was delivered on that occasion. There 
are chairs in most audiences draped 
for death—From Tom M. Olson in The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by Mrs. 
Clarence Jones, Otego, N. Y. 


Drowning Out the Voice.—The land is 
not able to bear all his words (Amos 
7:10). In times when vile men held 
the high places of the land, a roll of 
drums was employed to drown the mar- 
tyr’s voice, lest the testimony of truth 
from the scaffold should reach the ears 
of the people—an illustration of how 
men deal with their own consciences 
and seek to put to silence the truth- 
telling voice of the Holy Spirit—From 
Moody Monthly. Sent by Grace Robin- 
son, Topeka, Kans. 


Blasphemy Rebuked and Rewarded. 
—O thou seer, go, flee thee away into 
the land of Judah (Amos 7:12). A 
company of native Christians of Burma 
had gathered on the banks of a pool to 
witness the baptism of several disciples. 
Near the water stood a father and son 
who had bitterly opposed the Gospel and 
tried to hinder others from accepting it. 
As the native pastor was opening the 
services at the pool, the father broke 
in with the most blasphemous interrup- 
tions mingled with all manner of ob- 
scene gestures and demonstrations. The 
pastor repeatedly remonstrated with 
him, but all in vain. The father and 
the son plunged into the water naked 
and caricatured the baptismal cere- 
mony. Then the native evangelist, who 
had been a powerful chief before his 
conversion, with stern and command- 
ing bearing rose up and called for si- 
lence. Then, turning to the old man in 
the water, he said: “O full of all sub- 
tlety and mischief, thou child of the 
Devil, thou enemy of righteousness, wilt 
thou not cease to pervert the right ways 
of the Lord?” The Holy Spirit seemed 
to fall on the assembly with awful 
power and impression. The disturbers, 
as though smitten with terror, fled from 
the water and ran, but before going 
many rods they fell prostrate to the 
earth. The father was found dead, and 
the son lived only a short while—From 
“The Holy Spirit in Missions” by A. J. 
Gordon. Sent by J. W. Philp, Demo- 
rest, Ga. 


Witness on a Prison Wall.—But proph- 
esy not again any more at Bethel: for 
it is the king’s chapel, and it is the 
king’s court (Amos 7:13). Anarchists, 
Communists, and an earnest preacher 
of the Gospel were together in prison in 
southern Spain. Desperate prisoners 
began to write curses on their captors 
on the wall. The Christian wrote texts. 
They attracted attention. One of the 
prisoners was a young schoolmaster, 
and the evangelist had the joy of lead- 


One day the school- 
master said to him, “My name is on the 
list today to be shot; I am so glad you 


ing him to Christ. 


wrote that text on the wall.” They em- 
braced before he was taken out. One 
day we shall see him in glory, brought 
to the Lord Jesus Christ by the faithful 
testimony in prison—From_ Choice 
Gleanings Calendar. Sent by Mrs. J. 
Shields, Toronto, Ont., Can. 


God Uses Workers.—The Lord took 
me as I followed the flock, and the Lord 
said unto me, Go, prophesy unto my 
people Israel (Amos 7:15). When God 
wants a man to do an important work 
for Him, He does not call the idle, 
but those who are already busily en- 
gaged in useful service. Amos was 
busy with his herds when God called 
him. Elisha was ploughing in the field. 
Joseph was on a mission for his father. 
Moses was keeping his flocks in the 
desert. Saul was hunting his father’s 
lost asses. David was tending his fa- 
ther’s flocks. Daniel was serving the 
king. Peter and James and John were 
fishing. Matthew was collecting the 
taxes. So it has always been. Those 
who are performing well the lowly 
tasks of life are those whom God calls 
to His greater tasks——From The Ex- 
positor. Sent by J. A. Clark, Southport, 
Eng. Prize illustration. 


Paupers We Have Always.—And the 
Lord said unto me, Go, prophesy unto 
my people (Amos 7:15). Dr. Chalmers 
was a guest in the home of a nobleman. 
There he addressed a gathering of dis- 
tinguished people, including a highland 
chieftain. During Dr. Chalmers’ ad- 
dress on “Pauperism, Its Cause and 
Cure,” the old chieftain looked fixedly 
at Dr. Chalmers. That night the chief- 
tain occupied a room adjoining Dr. 
Chalmers’ room. Hearing cries of dis- 
tress, Dr. Chalmers hastened to the 
chieftain’s room. The chieftain lay dy- 
ing of apoplexy. As the company of 








This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 486) 


1. Jonah was from Gath-hepher in 
Galilee. 

2. He spake; He saw; He saved (2 
Kings 14:25, 26, 27). 

3. Jonah brought good news (2 Kings 
14: 25). 

4. The plumb line suggested testing 
and investigation. 

5. He regarded him as an intruder 
and perhaps even a spy from the south- 
ern kingdom. 

6. An idolatrous shrine. 

7. He regarded him as a mere hire- 
ling—a professional preacher whose 
only motive was material remunera- 
tion. 

8. Sound scholastic training is ex- 
cellent, if available. However many 
choice servants are “sons of the desert,” 
as was John the Baptist. 

9. He must speak to me. 

10. Through yielded men and women. 
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friends stood around, Dr. Chalmers, the 
very picture of distress, said tremu- 
lously: “Never before did I see the full 
meaning of that text, ‘Preach the word; 
be instant in season, out of season.’ But 
had I known what was to happen, I 
would not have talked on the evening’s 
topic. I would have preached Jesus 
Christ and Him crucified. You would 
have thought it out of season, but it 
would have been in season, both as it 
respects Him and as it respects you.”— 
From Bible Expositor and Illuminator. 
Sent by the Rev. W. P. Shelley, Sun- 
bury, Pa. 


Sagacious Advice—Now _ therefore 
hear thou the word of the Lord (Amos 
7:16). A young minister in a college 
town was embarrassed by the thought 
of criticism in his cultivated congrega- 
tion. He sought counsel from his father, 
an old and wise minister, saying: “Fa- 
ther, I am hampered in my ministry in 
the pulpit I am now serving. If I cite 
anything from geology, there is Prof. 
A——,, teacher of this science, right be- 
fore me. If I use an illustration of Ro- 
man mythology, there is Prof. B—— 
ready to trip me up for my little inac- 
curacy. If I instance something in 
English literature that pleases me, I am 
cowed by the presence of the learned 
man that teaches that branch. What 
shall I do?” The sagacious old man 
replied: “Do not be discouraged, preach 
the Gospel. They probably know very 


little of that..—From Moody Monthly. 
Sent by Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


O ONE likes to receive bad news. 

And no one likes to be the one to 
deliver bad news. Over this weekend 
when many people are traveling, there 
will be, I am sorry to say, many people 
killed in accidents. A boy, perhaps, 
will drown in the ocean. His mother 
may be waiting for him up on the 
beach. The lifeguard comes to tell her 
that her little boy is dead. Suppose 
She refuses to believe him, screaming, 
“I don’t believe you! Go, give that 
news to someone else! My boy is not 
dead!” Poor, poor woman. She refuses 
to believe the truth. But, whether she 
believes it or not, her son is dead. 
Foolish, isn’t she? But how must the 
lifeguard feel? He delivered a true 
message to her. But when she refused 
to believe it, what could he say? He 
did not like to tell her the sad news. 
But he had to do so. How can he make 
her believe the truth if she refuses to 
believe? 

To deliver a sad message is never 
pleasant. It is not pleasant today. It 
was not pleasant in the long ago. Long, 
long before the Lord Jesus lived, God 
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had a message to give to His own peo- 
ple. At the time of the message, His 
people were rich and were enjoying the 
best of everything. It looked as if they 
were going to have many great blessings 
in the days to come. It was at that 
very time that God sent them a sad, sad 
message. 

God knew that His people had turned 
their hearts from Him. Their king (Jer- 
oboam) had helped them to become 
rich. But he had also caused them to 
start worshiping false, make-believe 
gods—gods that the people themselves 
had made with their own hands. He 
made God’s people sin when he brought 
the idols into God’s land. God had 
warned His people long before (Exod. 
20) that He hated idols. If His people 
would turn from Him—the true and 
living God—to false, make-believe gods, 
He would have to punish His people 
whom He dearly loved. He did not 
want to punish them. But in no other 
way would they return to Him. 

You would expect that God would 
send His message through one of His 
servants—a minister, perhaps. But the 
“minister (priest) of that day was not a 
true servant of God. So, because God 
was eager to warn His people of the 
punishment that would be theirs if they 
did not repent, He spoke to Amos, a 
man who cared for sheep and for syca- 
more trees. Just how God spoke to 
Amos, we do not know. But this we 
know—He spoke the truth, for every- 
thing that He said would happen, did 
happen. God’s people were punished 
for their sins, because they did not re- 
turn to worshiping the true and living 
God of Heaven. They continued to wor- 
ship the false, make-believe gods that 
the king had brought into their land. 

When the priest (Amaziah) heard the 
bad news of the punishment to come, he 
refused to believe it. After all, were 
not God’s people enjoying the best of 
everything at the moment? How could 
it all be destroyed as Amos warned? 
The priest sent a false message to the 
king. “Amos is against the king,” he 
said. “He wants to get rid of you.” 
That was not true at all. The thing 
that Amos had said was that the king 
and all of his people would be pun- 
ished for their sins. That was not 
Amos’s message, it was God’s message. 

Then the priest said to Amos, “Get 
out of this land. Go somewhere else 
and deliver your messages. Don’t 
bother us with your messages. We do 
not believe them. If you want to make 
money by giving messages that you say 
come from God, go somewhere else and 
do it.” 

How sad! The priest should have 
been the one who cared for God and 
for the work of God. He should have 
seen to it that the king knew the truth 
from God. Instead, he cared more 
about the king than he cared about 
God. Later, just as Amos had warned, 
the punishment came from God to the 
king and to the priest and to the people 
of God. God hates sin. God punishes 
sin. He warns you to turn from sin. 
Will you obey Him today? 

MILLERSVILLE, PA. 
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A Little Kit of Teachers’ Tools 
By Philip E. Howard, Sr. 


Thousands of copies of this 72-page book- 
let, attractively bound with blue paper 
cover, have been placed in the hands of 
busy Sunday school teachers and Christian 
workers. Ten chapters of instruction and 
inspirational reading await you. 


40 cents, postpaid. 
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A Chemist and His Bible 


By Charles M. A. Stine, Ph.D., S$c.D., LL.D. 


A masterful booklet of apologetics on 
the truth and wonders of the Bible by a 
man who for many years was the Director 
of Research of one of the world’s largest 
industrial corporations. 

Light, heat, water, and life in God’s 
creation and the joyous hope of the resur- 
rected body are discussed in the third and 
latest edition of this 48-page booklet. 

Excellent for student gifts. 

Paper bound—30 cents, postpaid 
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Faith links me with divinity. Faith 
clothes me with the power of Jehovah. 
Faith ensures every attribute of God in 
my defense. It helps me to defy the 
hosts of hell. It makes me march tri- 
umphant over the necks of my en- 
emies. But without faith how can I 
receive anything from the Lord? Oh, 
then, Christian, watch well thy faith. 
—C. H. Spurgeon. 


(15) 491 








What the Bookshelves Show 
(Continued from page 483) 


tempted to make full use of the 
materials available to us in history, 
geography, cultural anthropology, psy- 
chology, and other branches of learn- 
ing.” The author has been professor 
of Old Testament at Fuller Theological 
Seminary for ten years. 


Forty True Stories of Famous Gospel 
Songs. By Ernest K. Emurian. (W. 
A. Wilde Co., Natick, Mass., $2.50.) A 
valuable preface introduces the reader 
to some of the finer points of hymnody. 
Then follows, in its own fine setting, 
the story of “Asleep in Jesus.” Touch- 
ing incidents reveal the background of 
many popular and beloved hymns, such 
as “Beyond the Sunset.” Also the life 
story of Sisag Krikor Emurian, the 
Armenian composer of the music for 
Dr. A. B. Simpson’s hymn, “God’s Best.” 
Some chapters of the book are en- 
livened by bright and amusing hap- 
penings associated with some song, as for 
example, “His Eye Is on the Spar- 
row.” Of special note also is the re- 
markable story of the beloved hymn, 
“How Great Thou Art.” The work as 
a whole pictures human nature at its 
best. The stories of composers and 
their hymns, especially the blind com- 
posers, are touched with pathos. While 
there are forty chapters in the book, 
there are many times that number of 
hymns mentioned. 
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When Did Israel Cross Jordan? 
(Continued from page 480) 


twelve tribes, is examined. The por- 
tions assigned to Reuben and Gad and 
Manasseh lay east of the Jordan and 
there was, therefore, no point in taking 
the wives and children and cattle across 
the Jordan with the other tribes of the 
Israelites, only to bring them back 
again later to the lands of their inherit- 
ance. 

The order of the crossing was as indi- 
cated—first, the ark of the covenant 
borne by the priests, which was halted 
as soon as the feet of the priests touched 
the water and the waters receded. 
Then were to come the fighting men 
of Reuben and Gad and the half tribe 
of Manasseh, some forty thousand in 
number (less than half their total num- 
ber, Num. 26); then the remainder of 
the host, and, finally, after all had 
passed over, the priests bearing the 
ark came through to the western shore 
of the river. 

We are not told how the rite of cir- 
cumcision was carried out on the men 
and male children that remained on 
the east bank of the Jordan, but it may 
be assumed that it was taken care of 
on or about the same time that the rite 
was observed in Gilgal. 


4 


Christ proves Himself the true light 
to all who follow Him.—Bob Jones, Jr. 
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By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


June 27 to July 3 


Mon.—2 Kings 14:23-27. 
Evil in the Land. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “He did _ that 
which was evil in the sight of the Lord.” 
Jeroboam II followed the same evil 
course in Israel as King “Jeroboam the 
son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin.” 
When people refuse the Word of God, 
they select innumerable miseries: the 
loss of holy light; salutary influences; 
personal, family, community, and world 
blessings. They miss wisdom, truth, sal- 
vation, correction, instructions, warn- 
ings, counsels, and consolations. The 
alternative to walking in God’s light is 
darkness, which can neglectfully be- 
come eternal. Evils always fill a land 
where men forget God’s Law. Pray for 
the Maranatha Bible Conference, Mus- 
kegon, Mich. 


Tues.—Amos 7:7-13. 
A Prophet Threatened. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Prophesy not 
again any more at Bethel: for it is the 
king’s chapel, and it is the king’s court.” 
Thus, Amaziah the priest of Bethel 
thought to end the ministry of the 
Prophet Amos. Jeroboam II was then 
king of the northern kingdom, Israel, 
and Amaziah, the flatterer of the king, 
was the priest at the king’s chapel. But 
Amos obeyed God, not the king’s chap- 
lain. Within fifty years that northern 
kingdom went into captivity, which 
then seemed utterly improbable. But 
Amos stood boldly, and firmly and wit- 
nessed faithfully; he died triumphantly, 
and is being rewarded eternally. What 
is your response to the claims of God’s 
Words? Pray for the New England 
Keswick Conference, Monterey, Mass. 


Wed.—Amos 7:14-17. 
The Prophet’s Answer. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “The Lord said 
unto me, Go, prophesy unto my people 
Israel.” Amos knew well to whom he 
belonged and whom he served. Is 
Christ your Master? Is the one who re- 
deemed you and saved you the Lord of 
your life? Is His will your law of life? 
“Whatsoever he saith unto you, do it” 
(John 2:5), said Jesus’ mother to the 
servants at the wedding in Cana, before 
He turned the water into wine. The 
miracle followed their obedience to His 
directions. Obedience is our great test 
as Christians. They only are Christ’s 
friends who do whatsoever He com- 
mands them. Pray for the Christian 
and Missionary Alliance Summer Con- 
ferences. 


Thurs.—Amos 3:1-8. 
God Warns Before He Punishes, 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Surely the Lord 
God will do nothing, but he revealeth 
his secret unto his_ servants the 
prophets.” God uses human personal- 
ities. He endows them with wisdom 
and power tor the proclamation of His 
Word of truth to instruct, warn, and 
guide them. God always threatens be- 
fore He strikes. All who receive and 
obey His warnings and entreaties are 
spared many evils. Jonah’s warnings 
to Nineveh and the Lord’s warnings to 
Israel are examples of this principle. 
Pray for the Word of Life Youth Con- 
ferences, Schroon Lake, N. Y. 


Fri—Jeremiah 1:4-10. 
The Call of a Prophet, 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Before I formed 
thee . .. I knew thee... I sanctified 
thee, and I ordained thee a_ prophet 
unto the nations.” Jeremiah followed 
Isaiah fifty years after Isaiah had passed 
on. He had good fellow prophets like 
Zephaniah and Habakkuk. But their 
words and his words were despised just 
as the Lord’s words later were refused 
by Israel. About the best that can be 
done to warn some sinning people and 
nations is to put up God’s signs and His 
red lights. Our world is fast moving 
toward ruin. Let all who have God's 
Word speak it faithfully. Pray for 
Wheaton College Summer — School, 
Wheaton, III. 


Sat.—Acts 4:13-20. 
Silence Impossible. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “We cannot but 
speak the things which we have seen 
and heard.” Obedience to God is the 
first business of all. Ministers espe- 
cially must preach the Word with great 
boldness, without an iota of the fear of 
men. The leaders of Israel saw the 
boldness of the apostles, and they took 
knowledge of them that they had been 
with Him and learned of Him. Likewise 
let all who know God and reverently 
fear Him speak up boldly for God. The 
fear of man is a great snare. It is the 
chief hindrance of revival in churches. 
Pray for the Montrose Bible Confer- 
ence, Montrose, Pa. 


Sun.—2 Timothy 4:1-5. 
A Charge to God’s Spokesmen. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Preach the 
word; be instant in season, out of sea- 
son; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all 
longsuffering and doctrine.” These are 
the things that indicate how much and 
how well ministers please and honor 
Christ Jesus the Lord. The charge is a 
solemn and demanding one. It calls 
first for.actually delivering the inspired 
Word of God, and then for faithfulness 
whether men bear or forbear. It de- 
mands very difficult duties of an un- 
pleasant kind, in difficult times also. 
It requires the faithfulness of a messen- 
ger of God before there can be God- 
pleasing results. It shows us how much 
ministers need the prayers and en- 
couragement of God’s people. Pray fot 
The Voice of the Andes (HCJB), Quito, 
Ecuador, S. A. 
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